
Excluded Solvent-

Contaminated Wipes Rule

2018



Why a Special Rule?

• EPA created the Excluded Solvent-
Contaminated Wipes Rule with the stated 
purpose of

“…reducing overall compliance costs for industry, 
many of which are small businesses” [78 FR 46448].

• The rule was adopted by Florida and became 
effective on January 31, 2014.
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Reusable vs. Disposable Wipes

• The rule revises the definitions of ‘Solid Waste’ and 
‘Hazardous Waste’ to conditionally exclude solvent-
contaminated wipes that are:

• Cleaned and reused [40 CFR 261.4(a)(26)]

• Disposed [40 CFR 261.4(b)(18)]

VS.
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What is a Wipe?

The final rule provides a definition for “wipe” and “solvent-
contaminated wipe.”

• Wipe means a woven or non-woven shop towel, rag, pad, or swab 
made of wood pulp, fabric, cotton, polyester blends, or other 
material.
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Does it Apply to Your Wipes?

• ‘Solvent-contaminated wipe’ means

• A wipe that, after use or after cleaning up a spill, either:

• Contains one or more of the F001 through F005 solvents;

• Exhibits a hazardous characteristic when that characteristic 
results from a listed solvent; or

• Exhibits only the hazardous waste characteristic of ignitability 
due to the presence of solvents that are not listed.

Disposable

Wipes contaminated with 
Trichloroethylene must 
be managed as 
Hazardous Waste.

Reusable

It is ok to have the 
solvent 
Trichloroethylene on 
rags going to a 
laundry.

VS.
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Does it Apply to Your Wipes?

Some of the most common F001-F005 solvents:
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Trichloroethylene wipes are 

only eligible on a reusable wipe.  

Trichloroethylene contaminated 

wipes may not be disposed of in 

the trash.
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• Xylene

• Acetone

• Methyl Isobutyl Ketone

• Toluene

• Methyl Ethyl Ketone

• Methanol

• Cresols

• Tetrachloroethylene (Perc)

• Methylene Chloride



Are you Sure it Applies to Your Wipes?

Solvent-contaminated 
wipes that contain listed 
hazardous waste other 
than solvents, or exhibit 
the characteristic of 
toxicity, corrosivity, or 
reactivity due to 
contaminants other than 
solvents, are not eligible 
for the exclusion.

Wipes contaminated with heavy metals 

above TCLP levels must be managed 

as Hazardous Waste, for example:

• D006Cadmium 1.0 mg/L

• D007 Chromium 5.0 mg/L

• D008 Lead 5.0 mg/L

• D011 Silver 5.0 mg/L
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Storage Requirements - Container

• Performance-based standard – Container type not specified.

• Solvent-contaminated wipes must be accumulated, stored, and 
transported in non-leaking, closed containers.

• The containers must be able to contain free liquids, if they 
occur (for example, from compression of the wipes).

• Containers do not need to be 
sealed during accumulation (must 
be closed except when adding or 
removing wipes).

• A container must be sealed 
when the container is full, when 
the wipes are no longer being 
accumulated, and during 
transportation.
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Standard is performance-based; facilities 
have flexibility in determining how to meet 
the standard.

• Wipes accumulated in an open-head drum or 

container would be considered closed when 

the cover makes complete contact between 

the fitted lid and the rim.

• After accumulation and during transport, this 

same container must be sealed to meet this 

standard; thus, the rings must be clamped or 

bolted to the container.

Note, these examples are consistent with EPA's closed 
container guidance (RCRA online 14826,12/3/09 and 
11/3/11).

Storage Requirements - Container
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• Open • Closed

Storage Requirements - Container
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• Open • Closed

Storage Requirements - Container
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• Examples that may meet the standard: 
▪ Containers with covers opened by a foot 

pedal (e.g., flip-top or spring-loaded lid) or 

with a self-closing swinging door; or

▪ Bags can be used, provided they meet 

the standard (i.e., the neck of the bag is 

tightly bound and sealed, the bag is able to 
contain liquids, and is non-leaking).

• Examples that do not meet the standard: 
▪ Bags leaving a trail of liquid on the ground; 

and

▪ Cardboard boxes.

Storage Requirements - Container
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• Containers of solvent-contaminated 
wipes must be labeled “Excluded 
Solvent-Contaminated Wipes.”

• Containers must be labeled during 
accumulation, storage, and 
transportation.

• Any free liquids found by 
handling facilities must be 
removed and managed as 
hazardous waste.

Storage Requirements - Labeling
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Accumulation Time Limits

• Solvent-contaminated wipes may be accumulated 
by the generator for up to 180 days from the start 
date of accumulation for each container.

• Generators must keep documentation that the 180-
day accumulation time limit is being met.

Disposable

Consider documenting 
accumulation time by 
dating the container or 
maintaining a log.

Reusable

You can use receipts 
from the laundry service 
to demonstrate a 
shipment every 180 
days.

VS.
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Transporting - Labeling

Remember…storage/labeling 
requirements continue to apply during 
transport.
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Transporting – No Free Liquids

The Heart of the Rule

▪ Solvent-contaminated wipes may not contain free liquids at the point of 
being sent for cleaning on-site or sent off-site for cleaning or disposal. 

▪ “No free liquids” is defined in 40 CFR 260.10 and is determined using the 
Paint Filter Liquids Test (Method 9095B in SW-846).

▪ Paint Filter Liquids Test consists of placing a portion of the solvent-
contaminated wipe into a paint filter, and if any of the material passes 
through and drops from the filter within five minutes, the material is 
deemed to contain free liquids.

▪ Generators must document the process they are using to meet the “no 
free liquids” condition.
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▪ Free liquid spent solvent that is removed 

from the wipes is subject to hazardous 

waste regulation. 
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Recordkeeping

• Generators must maintain the following documentation at their site:

• Name and address of the destination facility (laundry, 
combustor, or landfill) that is receiving the solvent-
contaminated wipes.

• Documentation that the 180-day accumulation time limit is 
being met. 

• Could include a service contract specifying frequency of pick-up, a log 
that lists the start date of each container, or container labels with the start 
date.

• Description of the process the generator is using to meet the 
“no free liquids” condition.

• Description of technologies, methods, sampling, or knowledge that a 
generator is using to ensure wipes contain no free liquids at the point of 
transport.
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Destination Facility

Disposable
• A combustor regulated under 

section 129 of the Clean Air Act 
or a hazardous waste 
combustor, boiler, or industrial 
furnace regulated under 40 CFR 
264, 265, or 266 subpart H; or

• A municipal solid waste landfill 
regulated under 40 CFR 258 or 
a hazardous waste landfill 
regulated under 40 CFR 264 or 
265.

Reusable

• Must be sent to a laundry or 
drycleaner whose discharge, if 
any, is regulated under 
sections 301 (effluent 
discharge restrictions) and 402 
(permitting requirements) or 
section 307 (indirect discharge 
to a POTW) of the Clean 
Water Act.

VS.

Do not dispose of wipes 

in C & D dumpsters.
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Excluded Solvent-Contaminated Wipes

To take advantage of the rule, 
you must meet all conditions. 

Excluded Solvent-Contaminated 

Wipes do not count towards 

your hazardous waste generator 

status.
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• The generator must make a hazardous waste 
determination as required in 40 CFR 262.11.

• Non-hazardous waste wipes and shop towels may be 
disposed or sent to a dry cleaner or laundry for cleaning 
and reuse.

• Hazardous waste wipes and shop towels must be 
managed according to the applicable regulations in 40 
CFR 260 through 270.

You may choose to 
manage your wipes 
as Hazardous Waste.
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Doesn’t Apply or Don’t Want to Use



For more information on Excluded Solvent Wipes go to

https://floridadep.gov/waste/permitting-compliance-
assistance/content/hazardous-waste-publications

Resources
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Questions?


